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and orderly fashion. Its thirty-eight pages and excellent bibliography were
not written as textbook material but rather as answers to the questions,
"What is Audiology?" and "Why?"
Dr. Canfield defines audiology by discussing its component special fields
of endeavor and justifies it as a developing professional speciality on the
basis of results obtained in the military and Veterans Administration pro-
grams. Throughout, it emits a fervent plea for the organization of
diagnostic, therapeutic, and rehabilitative measures into a system of therapy
for those with defective hearing.
EDWARD H. TRUEX, JR.
COAGULATION, THROMBOSIS, AND DICUMAROL. By Shepard Shapiro and
Murray Weiner. New York, Brooklyn Medical Press, 1949. xi + 131
pp. $5.50.
This book is written primarily for clinicians and clinical pathologists who
are faced with the practical problems of dicumarol administration. It is well
established that dicumarol lowers mortality from thromboembolic disease,
but the effects of the drug are delayed, cumulative, and prolonged, and
there is much variation in the response of different individuals. Therefore,
the drug must be administered with knowledge of the dicumarol effect and
with careful laboratory control in each case. Then, the desired therapeutic
effect . . . be achieved with minimal danger of hemorrhage.
The difficulty of gauging from any in vitro test the tendency to thrombose
or the tendency to bleed is fully appreciated by the autlhors. Moreover,
they emphasize that the one-stage "prothrombin-time" does not measure
percentage of prothrombin. Nevertheless, experience has shown the
"prothrombin-time" to be a useful indicator of dicumarol effect.
In dealing with blood coagulation theory, the authors are in the position
of impartial reviewers; and their discussion could hardly avoid the
divergent concepts now prevailing. On the practical side, Shapiro and
WVeiner are leaders in their field. The Link-Shapiro modification of the
Quick test has found wide use. Their extensive clinical studies, along with
the experiences of others, are briefly and lucidly summarized. There is an
interesting chapter on dicumarol levels in plasma and an appendix of
laboratory procedures.
J. H. MIILSTONE
A YEAR WITH OSLER, 1896-1897. NOTES TAKEN AT His CLINICS IN
THE JOHNS HOPKINS HOSPITAL. By Joseph H. Pratt. Baltimore, The
Johns Hopkins Press, 1949. xx + 209 pp. $4.00.
July 12, 1949 marked the centennial of the birth of Sir William Osler,
and demonstrations all over the world of affectionate remembrance have
clearly shown that he still exerts a profound influence on his profession. Of
the many forms that the tributes have taken, probably none would have
pleased Sir William more than the publication of notes from one of his
early clinical lecture courses at the Johns Hopkins Hospital. Carefully
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ences, and delivered with sufficient deliberationi to make note-takiing easy,
these lectures convey with extraordinary vividness an idea of the actual
clinical demonstrations, and incidentally the fidelity with wlhiclh Dr. Pratt
took the notes and subsequently edited them.
The number of cases of typhoid fever and pIneumnonia seen in the clinics
serves to recall the prevalence of those diseases before the tturn of the
century, and in the case of the former will furnish medical students of a
generation that rarely finds typhoid fever on the wards with most of the
symptomiiatology necessary for a correct diagnosis of the disease.
Dr. Pratt's introduction gives a clear, sympathetic vignette of Osler and
should lead many students to seek out the fornmal biography of Cushing for
more information concerning that dynamic Canadiani, wlhose spirit hovers
benevolently over the profession which is so miluch richer for the devotion
he gave to it.
MADELINE STANTON
A NEW THEORY OF HUMAN EV'OLUTION. By Sir Arthur Keith. New
York, Philosophical Library, 1949. x + 451 pp. $4.75.
In this series of essays finished in his eighty-second year, Sir Arthur
Keith not only looks back otn a lifetime of patient, thoughtful study, but
courageously expounds a theory-if not a new theory, at least "Darwin's
theory extended, modified, and brought up to date." It is Sir Arthur's thesis
that from earliest times man, like the apes before him, has been a tribal,
territorial, competitive animal governed by a dual code of conduct, his
behavior toward menmbers of his own group being quite different from that
toward strangers. As a result, at least until very recently in humall history,
mankind has been divided into small, local populatiotns between which there
has been relatively little exchange of genes, andI thlus tmlanl's ownI1 natture lhas
been a factor in his evolution, accounting on the onie lhand for its rapidity
and onl the other for its peculiar character. To the support of this
"group theory" Sir Arthur brings evidence fromn an enormtous reading
in vertebrate zoology, comparative animal behavior, psychology, and cul-
ttiral anthropology, as well as from his special field of physical antlhropology.
\Vith much of the book the biologist anid antlhropologist can have Ino
quarrel; it is an admirable exposition of certaini aspects of lhtitilani behavior,
ornamented by literary allusions and containing mluclh mnatter ordinarily
avoided by scientific writers, such as "mortality as a factor in human
evolutioin." Sir Arthur's use of the "iincendiary termii," race to include any
potential evolutionary unit instead of the distinguislhable product of infra-
specific evolution, will not be popular (for it restores Jewry to racial
status), but at least he has defined his positioIl witlh care. Unfortunately,
lhe has not made altogether clear the differences, if any, betveen the
evolutionary pattern among nmankind and among other higher vertebrates.
There is now wide, though not universal, agreement that modern man has
arisen polyphyletically, from ancestors belonging to several different species,
but polyphylesis in itself is not peculiar to human evolution, nor is "foetal-
ization," to which another chapter is devoted. To make himself fully under-